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AG-RICULTTjT3  Aa'D  l^^JVIIOm  DSFZJJSE 

AGRI C'JLTUIiAL  DSFINSE  SCTPII^S  STUDIED  BY  COI.n/iISSIOIv :     Tlip  A^:ri cultural  Division 
of  the  XDAG  is  beginning  a  stud;,-  of  the  supply  of  iteir.s  used  in  agricultural 
production,  including  supplies  of  fertilizer  ?jnd  the  posciole  demajids  of  the 
defense  progrem  on  the  supplies  norn:cJ.lv  tai':en  t.y  the  farms  of  tho  nation. 
Study  of  available  trajisport  facilities  has  been  uiider  ^/ay  for  several  weeks 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S.  0.  lir-lott  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Sccnorr.ics. 
Possibility  of  using  ra.vv'  cotton  in  tho  nanufacturo  of  nitro-cellulose  in  the 
event  of  a  shortage  in  cotton  lintdrs  is  being  studied.     Also  being  considered 
are  ways  and  meexis  of  obtaining  a  le.rger  volume  of  "chemical  linters"  during 
the  cottonseed  crushing  ses.son  to  insure  s-officiont  lintors  pulp  for  nitration. 

SUivfoARY  0?  ?C?.SIC-N  D57IIL0P?.2a'TS:     BRAZIL:     ^he  British  have  expressed  an 
intention  to  purchase  Brasilian  cottor..  d-joring  1941  to  the  extent  of  1,000,000 
poiinds  sterling  above  ijurchases  last  year.     Currciit  orders  exe  ranning  roughlj'" 
in  that  proportion  but  later  purchases  will  r^epcnd  on  pi'ices,  terr.s  pjid  other 
circumstances.    The  Britisn  in  mE;iy  cas3s  are  demanding  credit  terms  which  the 
3ra.zilis.n3  consider  -Luireasonably  long. 

FRAIIC5:     Referring  to  1941  crov,  prospects  in  ui'ioccupied  Frnnco,   the  Iviinistry  of 
AgriC'ilture  pointed  out  the  following  unfavorable  factorr:     (l)  iviore  th-^n 
1,200,000  farm  v/orl-:ers  arc  prisoners  of  war;  (2)  th-:  availa.blo  n-cunber  of  dra.ft 
animals  i  s  20  percent  less  than  roquirtd;   (3)   cxtrcr.ely  cold  weather  in  December 
and  January  may  h^Dve  affected  "onf a^vora.bly  f ^11-sovnrx  grains;   (4)  fuel  reserves 
for  agricultural  machinery  a.re  being  depleted  rapi'ily  and  there  is  little  hope 
of  supplies  being  replenished  in  the  nca^r  future;   (5)   spare  parts  for  agri- 
culturr>l  maxMnory  cannot  be  imported,  nor  can  thcj"  oc  mainuf acturcd  in  Prance 
because  of  a  shortage  of  ra.w  materials;  ajid  (5)  no  selected  seeds  were  a^vallable 
for  fall  sowings. 

3ZL GlUIvi:     Butter  pjid  other  fats,  ma.caroni  and  other  cerjals,   eggs,  cheese, 
meat,  fish,  fowl,  pea.s,  pota-toes,  beans  and  rice  have  disa.ppeared  from  local 
(Antwerp)  markets.     There  is  a.vailable  in  limited  ajnounts  only  extremely  poor 
quality  bread.     The  Pood  Control  Office  states  th-^t  the  Antwerp  flour  supply 
v;ill  la.st  only  two  weeks. 

The  Belgian  Llinist-.r  of  Agri ciilture  started  that  the  nation's  food  supply 
situation  left  much  to  be  desired  parti cdlarlj;"  as  rega.rds  potaitoes,  grain  and 
meat.     The  existing  pota-to  shortage  '."/as  a.ttribr.ted  la.rgcly  to  transport.- it  ion 
difficulties.     He  pointed  out,  ho.vover,  th.at  large  q";.i£aititics  of  potal-otjs  are 
a.vajil.aobl e  ir,  Eollanc'.  and  Gerr-ary  for  ship.mer.t  to  Belgium.     It  was  his  opinion 
that  with  the  coming  of  fr.vorablc  weather  ao.oayuatc  shipments  should  aa-rive  so 
that  the  pot-^to  supi-ly  would  be  sati sf aotoril.;.'  gua.rantoede    ^th  respect  to  grain 
supplies,  tho  i/iinisccr  emphasized  that  the  odsting  ohorta^ge  is  expeet-(^d  tc  be 
remedied  in  the  near  future.     The  G-erman  and  Belgian  a.uthc ri ties,  he  a-o.ded,  are 
endeavoring  to  supply  the  population  v.dth  needed  o^j^'n titles  of  bread  grain.  To 
improve  the  supply  of  mea.t,  which  in  recent  months  has  been  impaired  largely  by 
illicit  tra.de,  it  is  plani^-ed  to  make  a.  complete  reorg.aniza;i:ion  of  the  ma^rketing 
system.     Noticeable  results  of  the  nev/  arrangements,  he  declared,   could  be 
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expected  before  the  end  of  this  month. 

SPAir ;     An  American  officir.1  driving  by  cr,r  from  3",daJos  in  Sp'^in  to 
Als^^ciras  by  way  of  Sevillr..  nr.d  Cadiz,  reports  r..s  follows:     "Tho  food  sit-ur.tion 
became  progressively  worse  the  farther  south  I  v/ent,  with  a  complete  absence 
along  m^-  routr  of  potatoes  and  most  green  vegetables,  a  grer.,t  dearth  of  sugar, 
butter  '^Jid  fats  ond  pjl  entire  lack  of  -./hite  flour.    At  S;-:ir-  PernrJido,  outside 
of  Cadiz,  no  bread  whatsoever  was  a.vriilablc  in  the  rostauraiits,  raid  the  meat 
served         already  in  a  state  of  decomposition.     At  the  Cristina  Hotel  in 
Algeciras,  a  stone's  throv;  from  Gibraltpx,   sJ-id  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in 
Spain,  I  was  informed  that  bread  was  ava,ilable  only  two  or  throe  doys  out  of 
each  month  ?jid  then  only  in  very  small  quantities.     W^iile  I  saw  no  cases  of 
starvation  cor.iparable  witn  those  encountered  in  the  Russijiji  famine  area  in 
1921  m.alnutritioii  v/as  ver:/  evident." 
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AOHIC'JLTUES  IJSD  NATIOi:AL  i3EZE^ISS 

lv:SCHAi:iCS  TsJ-JITH^  Ibl  F'JSJJ.  POLYTZCKHIC  SC:£)CLS:     More  tiaan  3,000  rural 
polyteclinic  high  schools,   scattered  throu;/;hout  th.o  United  States,   are  now 
training  r'orrl  youth  and  adults  as  mechanics  as  a.  p^rt  of  the  national  defense 
progrr.-..     Between  6,000  rjid  8,000  schools  are  expected  to  "be  offering 
mechanicrl  courses  b"  J^jly  1.     Those  attending  classes,  usually  held  at  night, 
are  given  instru.ction  in  the  general  field  of  mechrxiics  to  help  fit  thorn  in 
defense  industries.     Forty-seven  States  ha,yo  approved  the  progrnin  and  approval 
by  the  last  State  is  expected  soon.     The  progrrjn  wa,s  proposed  "by  Dr.  H.  C. 
Eamsowcr,  Ohio  State  Extension  Director,  and  is  sponsored  "by  the  U.  S.  Office 
of  Lducation  paid  tiie  I'rtionol  Defunse  Coir.mission. 

NATf  IHCLUDDS  i:i G;iPAyjji2T  PIIID  II  BIDS  ?0P.  LUIvBDR;     As  a  move  toward  hemisphere 
cooperation,  the  l\iavy  will  include  iUcaragu-n  pine  rs  approved  hea\';/  timber 
for  construction  of  shipv/ays.    Bids  v/ill  bo  requested  soon.     The  Navy's  decision 
was  made  on  the  recorarnendation  of  the  Forc.r,t  Service  after  T.  R.   C.  Wilson, 
structural  timber  expert  from,  the  Jorest  Products  Laboratoi^^,  had  inspected  a 
consignment  of  i'icar'^guan  slasiti  pine  in  ITev/  York  pnd  pronounced  it  oqupl  in 
quality  to  the  slash  pine  grc7»n  in  this  Cdjaitry.     It  is  ex;oocted  that  fujids 
from  rx-Y  saJ.es  of  timber  to  the  U.  S.  would  be  V;.sed  by  the  Ki car.-^gur'Jis  to  Qvy 
products  in  the  U.  S.,  probably  whea.t. 

I^ATICl^UX  FJTRITIOlNi  COITGRDSS  PL.\I'KDD  FOR  SPRI1T3-;     Plans  for  a  national  nutrition 
congress  in  Washington  early  t.iis  spring,   attended  b>'  representatives  of 
Fodernl  and  State  p^'encies  as  well  as  i3rof essionnl  aJid  tecin^icrl  grou.ps  engaged 
in  diet  oJiCi  nutrition  activities,  are  being  worked  cut  under  the  supervision 
of  Food  Coordinator  Mcl^utt.    Assisting  with  the  pleAis  are  Dr.  Hel  on  Mitchell , 
I^utrition  Consul  ta:.'it ,   recently  transferred  to  the  Coordinator's  office  from  the 
Sxtcnsion  Sei-vice,  nnd  Hiss  G-ay  Shepperson,   assistrjit  to  the  Coordinator. 
ill.  L.  V/ilscn,  Director  of  the  Extension  Service,  is  chairmaix  of  the  committee 
on  nutrition. 

SUHj;iARY  OF  FOREIGN  DEYELOPj/.ENTS:     UNITED  KIlTCDCivi:     Conferences  are  being  held 
bet'.veexi  government  authorities  pnd  representatives  of  employers  and  employees 
in  the  cotton  industry  regarding  curtailment  of  proc.uction  to  conserve  shipping 
space  and  to  free  labor  for  m.unitions  work.     Among  v.arious  cotton  control 
measures  under  consideration  ot  present  are:     (l)  organized  purchasing  of  rav; 
cotton  in  producing  countries  pud  regulated  distribution  to  spinners;   (s)  con- 
centration of  production  of  goods  for  the  Government  and  for  export  in 
efficient  mills,   rnd  the  curtailment  of  production  for  the  home  m.aricet  to  a 
minimum;   (3)  closing  do'ATi  of  suri'lus  plants  ruid  the  trraisfer  of    workers  in 
sucn  plants  to  munitions  factories;   (4)  centralized  control  of  prices  through- 
out the  industry/;  nnd  (5)  centralizing  of  the  textile  export  sales  through 
the  British  Overseas  Cottons,  Ltd.,  pnd  its  representatives  abroad. 
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NI]ff  ZHiiLAHD:  Dug  to  the  incrcnsing  need  for  pronpt  paid  largo  shipments  of 
butter,  cheese  and  neat  to  the  United  Kingdon,  p.dditionrl  nochoJiical  loading 
equipment  is  being  installed  r.t  seaports  rnd  an  expansion  in  refrigerated 
storage  facilities  is  under  ^vay. 

Authorization  was  reccivod  from  the  British  iVool  Control  to  ship 
25,000  t.ales  of  Amcricm  stylo  56  to  58  v/ool  from  Kcw  Zealand  to  the  United 
States.     This  is  the  first  authorization  for  shipment  of  wool  from  How  Zealand 
direct  to  a  neutrol  country'  since  the  oufbreeic  of  the  war  in  September  1939. 
Arrangements  for  shippin^;  the  wool  will  be  made  as  soon  as  orders  from 
Americpji  firms  are  rocoivod  and  accepted.     The  \vool  is  fine  quality  hrdi-bred 
end.  Corriedale. 

CiUJALA:     Provincia.1  Premier  Kcpbum  •announced  the  recomracndcation  of  a  t'.vo-day 
conference  of  ProvinciaJ.  officials  and  producer  representatives  for  the  pa^'Tnent 
of  a.  Subsidy  to  Ontario  farmers  of  50  cents  per  hog  for  grade  B-1  and  of 
$1.00  per  hog  for  gra.de  A,  the  subsidy  to  be  contingent  upon  an  appropri action 
by  the  Ontario  i-overnmcnt  of  $1,500,000.     T:ie  Conference  also  recommended  the 
acceptance  in  principle  of  the  Tcdcral  G-overrinent '  s  offer  to  share  in  the 
cost  of  bringing  3,200,000  bushels  of  feed  grain  from  Jort  William  to  Ontario 
destina.tions  a,t  a  cost  to  the  Ontario  GovcrnT-ent  of  about  $200,000.  The 
object  of  such  subsidies  is  to  oncoura^ge  increased  hog  production  for 
na.rketing  dioring  the  first  pa;,rt  of  1942. 
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